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Identity From A Distance
Michael Dusche in ‘Identity Politics in India and Europe’ presents various schools of thoughts on 

Western perceptions of Muslim identity and its genesis

he West’s paranoia of the Muslim world did not start with 9/11, says Michael Dusche 

in Identity Politics in India and Europe. The roots can be traced back to the 7th 

century, when both the Europe of Latin Christianity and the Muslim world emerged 

from opposite fringes of the decaying Roman Empire. But the attack on the soil of the 

most powerful nation on Earth brought out the shuddering reality that something was 

fundamentally wrong in the West’s relations with the Islamic world. 

 

However, Dusche’s book is not really on the Euro-Islam conflict; it is on the East and West, 

and how Islam — the common factor — has been perceived in both places. The author 

presents the ideas about East and West through the eyes of eminent political scientists and 

scholars from India. In fact, the book — Dusche’s post- doctoral research work — relies 

heavily on some 20 interviews with such people as Ashis Nandy, Aditya Nigam, Asghar Ali 

Engineer, Devdutt Pattanaik, Salil Misra, Virginius Xaxa, et al. 

 

The author believes that the root cause of the conflict is that Islam was portrayed as a 

hostile alternative to Christianity. And it was to alienate itself from the ‘other’ world that 

Europe formed its western identity. Dusche has taken a refreshingly new approach by using 

scholars from India to talk about the West-Arab divide. The book offers an amalgamation of 

different schools of thought.

(This story was published in Businessworld Issue Dated 12-07-2010) 
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